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Natural 
Burial

Photo by Donelle Dreese. Heritage Acres, Cincinnati, OH
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What is Natural 
Burial?

§ Traditional burial

§ Non-invasive or natural 
preservatives (e.g., cleaning and cooling, 
plant-based care)

§ Biodegradable containers (e.g., 
cotton, linen, hemp, wool, soft woods, found woods, 
willow, seagrass, etc., preferably sourced and made 
locally)

§ No vault (including butter dishing)

§ 3.5’ burial depth (only 2 states require 
deeper)

Casper Creek, Elizabeth, IL
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Who Wants It?

Kates-Boylston Funeral Industry 
Study 2021:

§ 51.2% had attended a green 
burial

§ 90.8% said that having 
environmentally friendly 
funerals is important

§ 84.4% would consider green 
burial

Ramsey Creek Preserve, Westminster, SC
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How We Got Here

Abraham Lincoln on The Lincoln Special to Springfield — Photo courtesy of Library of Congress Wilbert Haase — Photo courtesy of findagrave.com
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Worker Safety 
Concerns
§ Embalmers/funeral directors

§ 13x higher risk of early death                        
(Slocum and Carlson, Final Rights)

§ 8x higher risk of leukemia                                                                      
(11.24.09 Journal of National Cancer Institute)

§ 3x higher risk of ALS                                       
(7.13.15 Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry)

§ Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD)

§ Neurological diseases, Parkinson’s Disease

§ Maintenance and factory 
workers

§ Herbicides, pesticides (Round-Up)

§ COPD, respiratory diseases
§ Neurological disorders

§ Cancer
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Environmental 
Safety Concerns

§ Manufacture, transportation of 
concrete vaults

§ Emits .93 lbs. CO2 per pound of concrete 
(National Ready Mixed Concrete Association)

§ Vaults weigh between 2,000 and 23,400 lbs. 
(The Wilbert Company)

§ 1,860 lbs. of CO2 emissions per average low 
weight range vault

§ Fertilizers
§ Phosphorus run-off

§ Algae bloom
§ Birth defects of water life

§ Death of plant and aquatic life
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Fears & Concerns

§ Grave subsidence, sinking

§ Animal disturbance

§ Pharmaceuticals

§ Pathogens

§ Metals

§ Water protection

Heartwood Preserve, Trinity FL
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The 
Natural 
Burial 
Experience

Ramsey Creek Preserve, Westminster, SC
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Grave Preparation

Biomass Grave Art, Larkspur Conservation, Nashville, TN Steelmantown Cemetery, Steelmantown, NJHand dug natural burial grave
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Transportation and Procession

Courtesy of Amy Cunningham, Fitting Tributes Funeral Service Carolina Memorial Sanctuary, Mills River, NCCarolina Memorial Sanctuary, Mills River, NC
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Graveside

Ramsey Creek Preserve, Westminster, SC Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery, Gainesville, FL Larkspur Conservation at Taylor Hollow, Nashville, TN
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Grave Closing

Heartwood Preserve, Trinity, FL Carolina Memorial Sanctuary, Mills River, NCAmy Cunningham, Fitting Tributes Funeral Service
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Family Participation

Heartwood Preserve, Trinity, FLPenn Forest Natural Cemetery, Verona, PAMoles Greenacres Memorial Park, WA
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Memorialization

Native stone marker, courtesy of Countryside Memorial, La Vernia, TX GIS tag, courtesy of Larkspur Conservation, Nashville, TN QR coded memorial story, courtesy of The Life Forest, Hillsborough, NH
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Winter Burial

Municipal Cemetery, Milwaukee, WI Greensprings Natural Cemetery, Newfield, NY Cedar Brook Natural Cemetery, Limington, ME
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Creating Cemeteries for the Living
Penn Forest Natural Cemetery, Verona, PA
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Making Natural 
Burial Happen Near 
You

§ Distribute Ten Things You Can Say 
or Do to Promote Green Burial

§ Speak with your cemetery 
trustees

§ Attend cemetery meetings with 
friends; assemble a task force

§ Start a survey to gather and 
inform interested people in your 
community; post in your local 
online forum, on your Town’s 
website, church bulletins, etc.

Photo courtesy of Claire Turnham, Only With Love
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Lee Webster
New Hampshire Funeral Resources, Education & Advocacy

PO Box 456
Holderness NH 03245

603.236.9495
nhfrea@gmail.com

www.nhfuneral.org
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http://www.nhfuneral.org/presentation-handouts.html

