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Natural
Burial

What is Natural
Burial?

= Traditional burial

= Non-invasive or natural
preservatives (e.g, cieaning and cooling,
plant bosed care)

= Biodegradable containers (e,
cotton, linen, hemp, wool, soft woods, found woods,
willow, seagrass, etc., preferably sourced and made
locally)

= No vault (inctuding butter dishing)

= 3.5’ burial depth (oniy 2 states require

Who Wants It?

Kates-Boylston Funeral Industry
= 51.2% had attended a green

= 90.8% said that having
environmentally friendly
funerals is important

= 84.4% would consider green

How We Got Here

'PROTECT YOUR DEAD

The OKEY BURIAL VAULT, made of
cement and steel, Is ranteed to be air
ar water tight, and” a sure protection
agalnst ghouls. Reasonable in price.

OKEY BURIAL VAULT CO.

209 LAW BUILDING. INDIANAPOLIS"

Worker Safety
Concerns

* Embalmers/funeral directors
= 13xhigher riskof early death
= Bxhigherrisk of leukemia
S ol oot o )
« 3xhigherisk of ALS
e ———
= Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease o,
* Neurological diseases, Parkinsors Disease

= Maintenance and factory
workers
= Herbicides, pesticides (Round-Up)
= CoPD, respiatory diseases
= Neurologicaldisorders
- cancer
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Environmental
Safety Concerns

concrete vaults

= Emits 93 Ibs. CO2 per pound of concrete
Nt ey e concete scton)

e Wb compny)

weight range vat
= Fertilizers
Phosphorus run-off

Algae bloom
Birth defects of water life

Death of plant and aquaticife

= Manufacture, transportation of

Vaults weigh between 2,000 and 23,400 Ibs.

1,860 Ibs. of CO; emissions per average low.
ult

Casket Furniture

Casket that goes into the manufacturing and presentation of the
casket. The average American casket weighs between 200 and 450 pounds, depending on materials and
construction. What does cemetery plume pollution consist of? Leachate from the following:

BINDER HARDWARE FINISH FABRIC

Cherry i Metal hinges Varnish Polyester
Mahogany Rubber gaskets Paint Taffeta
Steel Metal handles Enamel Velvet
Copper Decorative Fiberglass Nylon
Bronze elements Polyester
Plastic batting

Copyright Lee Webster, "

FUNERARY ARTISANS
COLLECTIVE HOuE

Environmentally Conscious, Handcrafted Funeral Goods

MEET THE MAKERS

THE COLLECTIVE

CONTACT

Our collective members design and make funeral vessels and products
from responsioly sourced native materials using time honored techniques

Our Bodies, Our Climate

25 million kg
of carbon
Each year, beneficial nutrients are
p from being
due to vault burial and cremation.

4.3 million kg
of nitrogen

1.3 million kg
of phosphorus

Natural burial allows nutrients from
our bodies to be released and
absorbed by soil, contributing positively
to reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and building climate
resiliency.

540,000 kg
of potassium
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Fears & Concerns

Grave subsidence, sinking
Animal disturbance

= Pharmaceuticals

Pathogens
= Metals

Water protection

Experience

The
Natural
Burial
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Grave Preparation

Transportation and Procession
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Graveside

Grave Closing
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Family Participation

Memorialization
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Creating Cemeteries for the Living
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Making Natural
Burial Happen Near
ou

= Distribute Ten Things You Can Say
or Do to Promote Green Burial

= Speak with your cemetery
trustees

= Attend cemetery meetings with
friends; assemble a task force

= Start a survey to gather and
inform interested people in your
community; post in your local
online forum, on your Town’s
website, church bulletins, etc.
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Lee Webster
New Hampshire Funeral Resources, Education & Advocacy
PO Box 456
Holderness NH 03245
603.236.9495
nhfrea@gmail.com

www.nhfuneral.org



http://www.nhfuneral.org/presentation-handouts.html

